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Ernest Hart, the Rev. Dr. Egan, Dr. Glover, Mr. Alford, D)r. Symes
Tlhompsoni, Dr. Rlhys \Williams, anid many clergymen. The points
discussed were not in connectioniwitlh the total abstinence or teetotal
branch of the temperance quiestion ; but the ai(l of the medical profes-
sion was asked to putt forth clearly the real nature of alcoholic drink,
its uses, the treatmenit of those subject to a craving for it, and such
like points, in order to assist the clergy to deal practically with over-
drinking and drunkenness. The issues raised in the course of an inter-
esting meeting were: the legal restraint of habitual drunkards ; the
connexioni betweeni drunkenness and insanity; and the use of total
abstinenice as a special and partial, not a complete or general, remedy.

Sir GEORGE BURROWS said the medical profession would gladly
assist the clergy in their praiseworthy efforts to arouse the attention of
the population, and more especially of the working population, to a
sense of the horrible evils to themselves and society in general attend-
ing habits of intoxication. Speaking for himself, Sir George said he
was not one who would recommend total abstinence in this climate ;
and, in the circumstances surrounding a large population shut up like
that in London, he did not believe the human frame could be better
kept from the ills which would arise than by the fair use of a good
alcoholic stimulant. He knew that in the treatment of disease the
use of alcohol was quite essential; and, as a hard-working man, he
could say he had found support from the use of the stimulant. But
medical men could, at the same time, attest how the constant or habitual
use of alcoholic drinks damaged, and, indeed, completely changed the
organs and blood, so leading to illness, inability to work, and hence
to poverty. He spoke, also, of the effects of the bad use of alcoholic
drinks on the brain, the result often being, without doubt, insanity in
the children born of intemperate parents.

Mr. ERNEST HART congratulated the meeting upon having, in the
presence of the President of the Royal College of Physicians in the
chair, a manifestation of the interest which the medical profession took
in all that concerned the moral, social, and physical welfare of the
population. He went on to speak of the declaration which he had
drawn, and which was signed by a large number of eminent members
of the medical profession some years ago in regard to the use of
alcohol-a declaration which received much attention at the time;
and said he had been led to consider the necessity of drawing up such
a paper by finding, in the course of his labours among the poor, that
the general idea was that beer in large quantities was a necessary ele-
ment of strength; while a similar idea in regard to other alcoholic drinks
prevailed among the educated class, who quoted the opinions of me-
dical men in support of their views that alcohol was an element of
strength, a tonic, and a means of raising the temperature of the body.
The declaration was signed by the late Professor Parkes, by the Presi-
dent of the Colleges, and by the most eminent medical men ; and it de-
nied that alcohol was a tonic, that it afforded any strength, or that it
was capable of supporting warmth. This declaration had had a great
circulation, and it might be reprinted with advantage. He added that
it was a happy omen, and one novel in the history of the temperance
movement, to find so many eminent physicians gathered together in
the good cause of aiding the clergy in this work. They were men not
likely to be led away by excesses of rhetoric, as they were well accus-
tomed to examine facts in the dry light of scientific investigation; and
they were not met to preach a crusade, nor by any use of the imagina-
tion to outrun the facts, but to shed the light which science could throw
on these dark spots of society.

Dr. MAUDSLEY dealt with the question as to the part which drink
played in causing insanity; and after giving the results of his own
experienice, as showing that the large increase of pauper insanity is
caused by the increase in drinking, he gave striking facts showing that
where there had been a lessening of wages owing to strikes, and a
consequent lessening of drinking, there pauper insanity and crime of
the outrage character had diminished in the most marked degree.

Dr. BLANDFORD stated that he knew alcoholic drink to excess to
be a most fruitful source of insanity, anld that the increase was in the
county asylums, showing that the excess was caused by the drinking
among the working classes. He did not exclude the upper classes
fronm drinking, for it was not the least educated who drank ; but while
the evidence of the public-house drinking came before the clergy, that
of private drinking came before the doctor. HIe gave it as his opinion
that legal restraint was as necessary for the man who could not resist
the temiiptation to get habitually drunk, as it was for an attempted
suicide, or for a man who neglected his family.

Dr. LAUDER BRUNTON addressed himself to the question of the
means to be adopted to stop habits of drunkenness ; and in the com-
mencement of his address he spoke of the Scotch peasant who was
noted for his drinking habits, and replied to a remark that he drank
deeply, that they all knew about his drinking, but they did not know

abouit his thirst. The speaker said there was a thirst of theimoutlh
an(d a tlhirst of the body ; and whilc the first could for a time be re-
lieved by sucking a p)elbble, the other could only be assuaged by taking
drink. In regard to the habit wlhich grew upon men-that of taking
" a hair of the dog whlich had bitten them"-he said this habit inight
be restrained by drinking Worcester sauce. The unhealthy craving for
drink on the part of some must be treated ; and he advised a drink in
which there was gentian and capsicum. He next spoke of the man
who felt depressed, and likely to give way to drink; and to such an
one, and even to the habitual drunkard, a drink composed of sulphate
of iron, peppermint water, spirit of nutmegs, and magnesia, would
prove beneficial in effecting a cure. Good and savoury food he gave
as a preventive of drinking habits; ancd it was little wonder, he said,
that men who came home to a burnt-up bit of flesh and spoilt potatoes
for dinner, with the surroundings of a dirty home, should fly to the
public-house.

In the speeches which followed, Dr. SYMIES TIIOMPSON recom-
mended that women should take stock-soup in preference to beer ; and
he declared himself not to be in favour of using wines or spirits where
drugs could be used.

MIr. BRUDENELL CARTER expressed hiis gratification that the Presi-
dent had withheld his countenance from those who had declared alcohol
to be an enemy of man; and for himself, he said he regarded it as a
necessity for some if they were to be kept up to the mark in regard to
work. The advocates of temperance, he said, had begun at the wrong
end, by not first insisting upon a better water-supply than that now
afforded to London. This supply he pronounced abominable; and it
would be seen by any one who travelled by the railways which run on
a level with the tops of the houses that the water-tanks were open to
all the filth which could fall into them. He was convinced, he said,
after giving some more striking examples of the want of water in Lon-
don, that the need of a proper supply, of water was at the bottom of
this question. As it was, the impure water carried its impurity even
into the milk-supply, causing typhoid fever; and until the water was
above suspicion, working-men would not give over beer. At the same
time, the clergy had his sincere wishes for the success of their efforts,
which he hoped would lead to the diminution of evils which all admitted
and all deplored.

Mr. ALFORD, the Rev. Dr. EGAN (who spoke as both a medical
man and a clergyman), and others addressed the assemblage ; and the
proceedings concluded with a vote of thanks to the medical getntlemen
who had taken part in the discussion.

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENCE.
MANCHESTER.

[FROM AN OCCASIONAL CORRESPONDENT.]
Mffr. Southzan.-Vacancy at the Reoyal Z;firmary.-Cases in the

AZfirmlary. -Manchester Medlical Society.
MR. SOUTHAM'S protracted illness continues, though with some abate-
ment of the more distressing symptoms. He resigned his office of
surgeon to the Infirmary some weeks since, and was at once placed on
the consulting staff, Mr. Bradley being promoted from senior assistant
to full surgeon.
A vacancy consequently occurs, for which two candidates come for-

ward, Dr. Hardie and Mr. T. Jones. Dr. Hardie has already done
some good surgical work, and contributed original memoirs on talipes,
plastic operations, varicocele, and other surgical subjects. He has
had a large field for work and observation as surgeon to the Manchester
Workhouse Hospital, and was a candidate for the same post three
years ago. Mr. T. Jones, who is, inter alia, a Fellow of the College
of Surgeons and a graduate of London University, at present fills the
posts of pathological registrar and operating surgeon to the Children's
lIospital at Pendlebury. I-Ie has not contributed to the literature of
his profession, but he is very popular with the students, and has shown
himself a successful teacher and an able surgeon. He recently per-
formed Langenbeck's operation for unconquerable rachitic deformity
by dividing the tibia with hammer and chisel, with perfect success.
The election takes place on Monday, April gth, and it may safely be
affirmed that, whichever gentleman is successful, the post will be
worthily filled.

There have been some interesting cases of thoracic aneurism in the
medical wards of late; two, under Dr. Simpson's care, were treated
by electrolysis. The first had progressed too far to test the value of
this method; but the second case is now in process of cure. The
aneurism in this case sprang from the top of the ascending aortic arch,
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and pressed on the left of the larynx, producing aphonia. Four
needles were introduced, connected with the positive pole, and a power
of fourteen cells was employed; the needles being retained within the
aneurismal sac for a space of two hours. The tumour soon showed
signs of diminution ; and in a month's time the voice had returned, and
externally there was little evidence of any remaining aneurism. Among
the more interesting of the surgical cases, are two patients of Mr.
Lund's, in each of whom he has divided both femoral necks for osseous
ankylosis at the hip-joint, and in each case succeeded in obtaining
good movement and an useful limb. Using Adams's instrument, and
operating strictly according to Lister's method, there is little external
wound and scarcely any constitutional disturbance. Mr. Lund had
also an interesting case of tracheotomy the other day. A young man,
playing at " puff and dart", inadvertently, while holding the little tufted
dart in his mouth, breathed it into his larynx. Dr. Simpson, who soon
afterwards saw the patient, detected the body by means of the laryngo-
scope, and seized it with laryngeal forceps, but failed to dislodge it.
Mr. Lund accordingly opened the trachea, and succeeded in pushing
the dart, with his finger passed into the trachea, through the upper
aperture of the larynx into the mouth, and so removed it. The patient
has made a good recovery.
The meetings of the Medical Society are now held in the Owens

College, and have been well attended. The last two meetings have
been chiefly occupied by a discussion on pyzemia, raised by a paper of
Mr. Bradley's, in which he argued that there were two essentially dif-
ferent types of pyoemia: the one infective, dependent upon bacteria;
the other non-infective, in which no bacteria were present, but which
was caused by necrosis or other suppurative diseases giving rise to em-
bolism and resultant visceral abscesses. He advocated the employment
of ozone as a means of purifying hospital wards, and showed how it
could be manufactured in any quantity by means of Tisley's ozone-
generator and a Ruhmkopf coil. He also exhibited specimens in
Woulff's bottles, with bent ttibes attached, of putrescible fluids, kept
perfectly clear for a month by having a stream of ozone passed through
them. Immediate and complete isolation of all cases of septicoemia
and pyoemia was also insisted upon. As in the case of the debate on
pyaemia at the Clinical Society, the discussion which followed chiefly
served to show that the time had not arrived for authoritatively de-
ciding upon the nature and treatment of the infective process, and that
the germ-theory of disease was not universally embraced even by those
who, in practice, were followers of Lister.

ASSOCIATION INTELLIGENCE.
COMMITTEE OF COUNCIL:

NOTICE OF MEETING.
A MEETING of the Committee of Council will be held at the Office of
the Association, 36, Great Queen Street, Lincoln's Inn Fields, London,
on Thursday, the 13th day of April next, at Three o'clock in the
afternoon. FRANCIS FOWKE,

General Secretary.
36, Great Queen Street, London, W.C., March 22nd, 1876.

BATH AND BRISTOL BRANCH.
THE fifth ordinary meeting of the session will be held at the York
House, Bath, on Thursday evening, April 13th; W. M. CLARKE,
Esq., President.

Bath, March I876. E. C. BOARD, ary Secretaries.

NORTH OF ENGLAND BRANCH.
THE spring meeting of this Branch will be held in the Library of the
Newcastle-upon-Tyne Infirmary, on Thursday, April 27th.

Gentlemen who are desirous of reading papers, introducing patients,
exhibiting pathological specimens, or making other communications,
are requested to signify their intention to the Secretary at their earliest
convenience.

G. H. PHILIPSON, MI.D., HIonorary Secretary,
Newcastle-uporA-Tyne, March I4th, I876.

SOUTH-EASTERN BRANCH: WEST KENT DISTRICT
MEETING.

THE second -meeting of the nineteenth session I875-76 was held at
Gravesend on March ioth; CHARLES J. W. PINCHING, Esq., in the
chair.

NMext Meeting.-The next place of meeting will be Dartford, on May
1gth; James Chilcot, Esq., to preside.

Nezv Members.-Four gentlemen were elected members of the Asso-
ciation and of the South-Eastern Branch; viz., Herbert L. Bernays,
Esq., Chatham; Onslow Richmond, Esq., Gravesendc; Robert Dunlop,
Esq., Gravesend; C. E. Gray, M.B., Erith.
Papers.-The following papers were read.
i. Observations on General Bleeding as Treatment of Disease. By

W. Allingham, Esq.-General bleeding was advocated, agreeably to
the directions laid down by Dr. Marshall Hall.

2. The Mechanical and Operative Treatment of Prolapsus Uteri.
By A. L. Galabin, M.D.

3. A Case of Compound Fracture of the Skull, in which the Tre-
phine was used. By A. W. Nankivell, Esq.
Dinner.-The members and visitors (eleven in all) dined at the New

Falcon Inn.

WEST SOMERSET BRANCH: SPRING MEETING.
THE spring meeting of this Branch was held at the Railway Ilotel,
Taunton, on Thursday, March i6th, at 5 P.NI. In the absence, from
illness, of the President, G. CORDWENT, M.D., Dr. FARNIER, the Pre-
sident-elect, was in the Chair. Fourteen members were present.
The Secretary produced letters of regret from the President and

several other members who were prevented from attending.
Treatmtenzt of Habitutal Druntkards.-The Secretary reported that he

had sent the two petitions on the Treatment of Habitual Drunkards to
Lord Shaftesbury and Sir Henry James, with letters requesting them to
present the petitions respectively to the Houses of Lords and Commons;
and he read an answer from Sir Henry James promising to present the
petition, and conditionally to support its prayer.

Communications. -The following papers were read, and cases brought
forward. I. Tolerance of Disease. By Dr. Cordwent. The paper
was read by the Secretary. 2. Inversion of the Uterus after Childbirth.
By Dr. Wybrants. The author stated that the most frequent cause of
this accident was improper traction of the funis after the birth of the
child; and he insisted on the necessity of prompt action in replacing
the inversion, and the danger of any delay. He gave the particulars of
three cases, in which he had held inquests on deaths caused by, and
almost immediately following, inversion. In two of these, midwives alone
had been in attendance, and he considered that the inversion had been
caused by traction on the funis. In the third case, a surgeon had seen
the patient after the inversion had occurred, but had failed to replace
the uterus. Dr. Wybrants had found that nearly all the midwives in
his neighbourhood were ignorant and uneducated women, many of them
unable to read. HIe thought no one should be allowed to practise mid-
wifery without a certificate of qualification. An interesting discussion
followed the reading of this paper. Mr. Rigden mentioned a case of
inversion of the uterus that had been admitted to the Taunton Hospi-
tal, in which attempts at replacement had been unsuccessful. 3. Dr.
Meredith exhibited some pathological specimens of malignant disease
of the pylorus and adjacent viscera, and gave some details of the cases
connected with them. 4. Mr. Liddon reported some injurious effects
which he had observed from the external use of arnica.

The Mfedical Defentce Associationt.-A letter was read by the Secretary
on the subject of the Medical Defence Association, and he was re-
quested to make inquiries as to the constitution and the mode of work-
ing of that Association.
The time available for discussions having now expired, and many

members being obliged to leave by train, the question of Village Hos-
pitals was postponed, and the meeting broke up at nine o'clock.

, VACCINATION.-Dr. Brookfield has been awarded by the Local
Government Board a gratuity of XII:i for efficient vaccination in the
Denby District of the Penistone Union.-Mr. John H. WVraith, public
vaccinator for the Darwen District of the Blackburn Union, has re-
ceived a vaccination grant of £39 5s. This is the second time Mr.
Wraith has received the grant.-An award of £46 5s. from the Local
Government Board for efficient vaccination was receivd on the Ist
instant by Mr. J. Jackson, public vaccinator for the Harraton District,
Chester-le-Street Union, Durham.-Mr. T. T. Blease has received a
gratuity (the second) of £22 9s. from the Local Government Board for
efficient vaccination, as medical officer of the Altrincham District of
the Altrincham Union.-Mr. James T. Reed, public vaccinator for the
Ryhope and Tunstall District, Sunderland Union, has been awarded
the Government grant Of £22 Ios., for efficient vaccination in his dis-
trict. This is the third occasion on which Mr. Reed has been awarded
the grant.


